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Freie Arbeiterinnen- und Arbeiter-Union
angeschlossen an die Internationale Arbeiter Assoziation

FAU-IAA calls for a global day of protest
on january 29 and 30, 2010
against attacks on union freedom in Germany

(Miinster, 15/1/2010) At the beginning of January, a court in Berlin, Germany, reaffirmed that the
local federation of the Free Workers’ Union (FAU) is prohibited from calling itself a union or a grassroots
union. If the FAU Berlin were to dare to do otherwise, it would face a fine of EUR 250,000 (USD 357,000)
or a prison sentence.

This legal attack on the freedom of unions in Germany is the result of a labor dispute, which the FAU
Berlin and cinema workers have been involved in for months with the management of the Babylon
Mitte cinema. In the FAU's opinion, it’s up to the workers to decide what a union is or which union
they want and not the courts.

The FAU is intent on defending itself against the de-facto ban of its Berlin federation in a variety of
ways. Thus, it was announced that the ban would be taken all they way to the Court of the European
Union, if need be. The strongest weapon of the worker is, however, not our trust in the judiciary but
our international solidarity and direct action.

Global day of protest...

We call on all sections of the International Workers” Association —of which the FAU is a member—
and on all union members, friends and comrades to mobilize globally in support of FAU Berlin. For
this purpose, a global day of action has been planned for january 29 and 30, 2010. Protests in front
of German diplomatic missions and cultural institutes have already been scheduled in many countries
for this date.

...and further mobilization

In the coming days, the FAU will post suggestions of different ways to show support at www.fau.org/
verbot. Needless to say, a wide-scale dissemination of all information regarding the call to action is very
important. Please be sure to refer to our special website, www.fau.org/verbot, in all publications and
send messages of solidarity, reports about actions and any further questions to soli-faub@fau.org.
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